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Review

Spanish 
Empire 
Established 

Spanish 
Monopoly 
Challenged Claims the Treaty of 

Tordesillas 1494 gave 
them all rights in 
MOST of Americas 
[including Caribbean] 



Origins in Papua 
New Guinea 

Reached China 
& India 
Chewed for 
energy 

4th Century reached 
Mesopotamia & 
Persia 

7th century Arabs spread it 
across Middle East, Nile 
Delta & Mediterranean 

мпллΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ 
on West 
African Islands 

Accounts put sugar 
cane arriving as early 
ŀǎ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΩ ǾƻȅŀƎŜǎ 

1700s was the 
peak of 
sugarcane 
production 
using African 
Slave labour in 
the Caribbean



Why the Caribbean ? 
Å

Å



QUESTION: Would the production process at the time be mechanized or manual? 



Part 2: 



Driving Question 

Did Europeans enslave Africans because they 
were racist or did they become racist because 
they enslaved Africans?




